


On ear a LO LA TM 





x ; t 














a 7 Se or i arith . Sire. 
>.* 7 fe: “5. 
, ? , A < aye ; hah BN ia ‘ 
A = ae y , 3 : ‘ or , : ns ae ~ 
ar ; : are 7 i eT : oe a A OL : : ~ ata wane ax E THERE INE Om ay eas RIE OT a ae sb Te, Sal 
y ‘ a ‘ : anil . ‘ cena ey ox Ca os BE : a — A 1) aaa Tah a nae re nS — > oF 4 dis eee We es oar rf ani Ay . v a : ah 2 : 
‘ . : + = . * » 
| (a ee ee See ea 3 
i am - ~ ge : 
; ee 





T 


eS eS 





ees oe m 
z. Ne 









































, | 
ian : 
i e 
: ‘ 
t 
: ! 
) i 
‘ 5} . 
' 2 5 
} 
E 
\ | 
' " i a 
: ; 
.. * \ { , 
7 ; 
. | : 
" | 
¢* + 
. 
} | 
™ : | i 
. ; 
: . 
| 
- ° *.% 
' Yr 2 : . ; 
L ey os eee a oe a." te Met i 4 > 7 - 
a . 
—— - > : oy oa : j - =f 
. é 
¢ - 
} | " 
~ : : " ies ‘ 





er es eee 
a 
5 eae 
er 











——oFNOOeOFOTO 


as ——— a 
—— SS 


a 
—- 








. 


x 


QY A \ NAA io) \ Q i) ; ) y, ADU, 
A 5 r) Vet ; : / 
ADDRESS 
‘ ¥ 


ee 
TO ¢27zy. ST 


FORGE THOMPSON, Eso, 


In recognition of his consistent and persevering labours, through more than thirty years, in 
the cause of 


NEGRO EMANCIPATION 


IN THE 


BRITISH COLONIES AND THE UNITED STATES, 


AND IN THE ADVANCEMENT OF 


COMMERCIAL, POLITICAL, AND SOCIAL REFORM; 


PRESENTED BY HIS FRIENDS AND ADMIRERS AT A 


MEETING, setp at mz WHITTINGTON CLUB; 


LONDON, FEBRUARY 25TH, (863. 





Dear anp Honourep SiR, 

. We, who offer you this Address, are but a fraction in number of the many who, in this country, in America, 
in India, and in the British Colonies, have long admired your abilities, esteemed your character, and felt grateful for 
your invaluable public services. Wherever our English language is spoken, your name is familiar, and in only one 
quarter is it not beloved. The exception is, in those “‘ habitations of cruelty,” where oppression has ripened into treason 
and rebellion, Yet, even there, the victim of unutterable wrong has learned, if only from the denunciations of his tyrant, 
that you are the friend of the slave. If anywhere else you have enemies, their enmity is softened by the honest 
admiration felt in all free countries for the zealous, persevering, consistent asserter of opinions, that do not reward 
their advocate with wealth or power. 

In early life, when the love of pleasure is usually stronger than the love of labour, you gave yourself to studies 
and pursuits that attained for you unexpected distinction. When the great cause of Negro Emancipation was represented 
by the most illustrious of living men—you, the youngest of its champions, divided with them the renown of eloquence 
end devotion, When, a little later, the path to riches and station was opened to you in the profession of the Law, and 
you were at an age when the cares and joys of domestic life might, fairly have claimed from you the profitable 
employment of your great powers—you turned aside from the alluring prospect to consecrate those powers to the new- 
born cause of negro freedom in America. In such service there was peril as well as loss; and you bravely risked even 
hife itself in an enterprise that, to all—save those endowed with unfaltering faith in the ultimate triumph of justice— 
seemed as hopeless as it was hazardous. On your return to England from this heroic and disinterested mission, you bore 
away with you the loving thanks of men and women, the noblest in the world, who had shared your toils and dangers in 
the “ Martyr age of the American Anti-Slavery struggle.” Fifteen years later, by renewed exertions in the same field, 
you enlarged your claim upon the affectionate and undying gratitude of that devoted band, 

In the interval, your public life had run side by side with the history of Reform in your own country. Lord 
BrovucHaM, in the House of Lords, declared that to your labours, in conjunction with those of the Philanthropist, 
JosEPH Srurce, belonged the honour of bringing to an end the system of Negro apprenticeship in the West Indies, 
By a visit to British India, you learned the wrongs to which both the princes and people of that country were subject, 
and returned to England to agitate for their redress. By your able lectures, delivered in Manchester and throughout 
the Kingdom, you were the first to urge upon our Manufacturers the wisdom and necessity of looking to India for their 
eupply of Cotton; and to point out a course which, if it had been adopted, would have averted the calamities from which 
the sublimely patient operatives of the North are now suffering. 


= But. the special work of that period was the overthrow of the Corn Laws,-and to it you lent. the resources of an-—- 


oratory as convincing as it was fervid and fearless; yet no other good cause lacked your aid, even in those busy years, 
when you were demanding ‘‘ Justice to India” and “‘ Freedom to Commerce.” In the movement for the liberation of 
the Church from the power of the State—for the independence of Education from Government control—for the reconstruc- 
tion of Parliamentary Representation upon the basis of Manhood Suffrage—for the Abolition of Capital Punishment— 
for the reduction of Armaments, and the establishment of International Tribunals—you were a valued and untiring 
coadjutor. It was a fitting acknowledgment of such efforts that you should be returned to Parliament for the Tower 
Hamlets, the largest of the Metropolitan Constituencies, and by one of the most overwhelming majorities that ever pro- 
claimed the popularity of a candidate. In the House of Commons, you were the steady, fearless, and zealous vindicator 
of the people’s rights. But you were not content to limit your sympathies to England, or your duties to the Tower 









Hamlets. The Anti-Slavery annals of the United States will record the results of your second visit in the year 1850, 
when you were welcomed on your landing by the Friends of Freedom, in an Address presented to you in the cradle of 
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